
Leon Parker E-mail Response to Parker 10-14-22 
 
From: Leon H Smith <fareedlhs@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 6:48 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@townofmiddlebury.org> 
Cc: brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com 
Subject: Re: Concerns regarding the Town's ROW and trails on private posted land 
 

Please ensure that the last few e-mails make it to the other SB members. I noticed the thread in 
the SB packet stopped with Mr. Parker's response. 

 
From: Leon H Smith <fareedlhs@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2022 6:58 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@townofmiddlebury.org> 
Cc: brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com <Brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com> 
Subject: Re: Concerns regarding the Town's ROW and trails on private posted land  
  
Hello again, 
 
And please feel free to share anything I have written with the Parkers. 
 
Leon H Smith 

 
From: Leon H Smith <fareedlhs@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2022 6:42:32 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@townofmiddlebury.org> 
Cc: brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com <Brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com> 
Subject: Re: Concerns regarding the Town's ROW and trails on private posted land  
  
Thank you Kathleen. 
 
“On the attack again” is far from it. I have merely addressed concerns in public forums. And if for that I 
am considered a pariah by the Parkers, so be it. In fact, I feel that the well-heeled Parkers have run 
roughshod over the legitimate concerns of their neighbors and residents. There is a reasonable 
expectation that the Town’s rights and the rights of its residents are respected. 
 
The Parkers are welcome to seek legal consultation, but no one can post their property for trespassing, 
yet allow public access to “designated trails”. Unless they want to grant written permission to everyone 
who uses the trail and then prosecute those who do not have such permission. Posting a parcel is an all 
or nothing act. This has always been the case. I would advise the Parkers to replace the signs with 
hunting, etc by permission only signs. Of course, this wouldn’t make trespassing on their property a 
citable offense, but it would achieve their aims of controlling who hunts, etc. The Town can pass 
ordinances prohibiting certain activities on its land without posting them, but individuals must either 
post or not. 
 
Again, I never raised ANY issues over the Parkers' project other than the insanity of building a half mile 
driveway off that corner - an opinion held by many neighbors and residents. (The fact that a precedent 



was set when a man with far less wealth was denied access to that corner for a far smaller project due 
to safety reasons and because the Town didn't want to maintain what was then a road, yet the SB defied 
precedent and granted access to the Parkers is still insane. And goes a long way toward showing what 
kind of folks are welcome in Middlebury, who has the influence and who doesn't.) Second, I have plenty 
of lands to hunt. Although, I haven't taken him up on the offer, Brian has been so gracious as to offer his 
land for hunting, despite being under no obligation to personally help assuage the fallout from others 
actions.  I further note that I have hunted the Mooney parcel for years. Wade Weathers and now Tom 
Goetz have been great to work with and I have no issues with the development there even though it 
means I will not be able to hunt there after this year. In fact, I have even suggested that the area in 
which I used to hunt be added to the Means Woods in which hunting isn't permitted. 
 
Bottom line. If anyone thinks I am engaged in a personal vendetta - they are dead wrong. 
 
This matter is solely about ensuring that public interests are protected. The no trespassing and posting 
concerns need to be clarified for everyone. Just the other day despite the signs' wording, Nancy 
Malcolm had folks ask if they could still use the trail. She posted her own sign. 
 
As for ACBC, can I create a hiking group and just start making my own trails and rules? I am not trying to 
put the kibosh to anyone's recreation. The TAM, etc are a major asset for Middlebury. However, I do 
have a problem that presumptuous individuals and groups are making Town decisions. 
 
Lastly, as I stated when I first came before the SB, despite being a resident of Middlebury for over 10 
years, I never came before the SB, etc. until I saw the absurdity of DRB, zoning and the proposed 
Parkers' driveway. I have felt compelled to stay engaged, as I see much lacking in representation for 
many Town residents who gripe in quiet having long given up on Town governance. Most folks 
unfortunately don't have the time or patience to monitor every e-mail, read minutes, etc. And even 
when they do, they often censor themselves for the very reason that they will be attacked and maligned 
and dismissed as inconsequential in comparison to the real power brokers. 
 
Yet, I digress... 
 
Leon H Smith 
 
 
 


